
well attended by 112 

people and we managed to 

raise a total of £1,210 

towards the purchase of 

the new caravan at St. 

Austell. 

We are now well on the 

way to purchasing the new 

caravan. 

We will keep you posted as 

to our progress. 

STOP PRESS 

We are delighted to be 

able to  inform you that 

we have this week 

received a donation of 

£10,000 from the Robert 

Hall Foundation towards 

our caravan at St. Austell. 

We are very grateful to 

them for their generosity  

as we will now be able to 

replace our caravan for 

the 2014 season. 

We are pleased to 

announce that in July 2013 

we were awarded £10,000 

by the Awards for All 

towards the purchase of a 

new caravan at Pentewan 

Sands, St. Austell. 

The interior of the new 

caravan will have a 

wheelchair accessible 

layout, including wide 

access exterior door, 

internal sliding doors, low-

level sink and cooker and 

folding shower seat and 

support handles.  The 

caravan will be fully 

equipped with gas or 

electric oven, microwave, 

fridge and water heater 

and have a la rge 

comfortable living area 

with TV/DVD.  The fully 

accessible caravan will 

allow families/groups from 

all backgrounds, who have 

a wide range of special 

needs, to have a holiday 

together in a safe and 

stress free environment at 

a holiday park that 

provides facilities for all 

ages. 

The caravan will cost 

around £22,000 and a 

wheelchair accessible 

ramp will be £2,000. 

We are busy trying to raise 

the remainder of the 

money needed towards the 

purchase of the caravan by 

applying for funding from 

other sources. 

In June 2013 we held a 

quiz night which was very 

BIG LOTTERY FUND AWARD 2013 

A Gift in your Will would enable us to make a difference 

As a charity we rely on 

our supporters and 

members and it is only 

through your donations 

that we are able to 

continue to provide 

holidays for people with 

disabilities or 

individuals who are 

disadvantaged whether 

through income or 

circumstances. 

Leaving us a gift in your 

Will ensures that we can 

look to the future.  Any 

gift that you make will 

help us to continue to 

make a difference to 

people’s lives by 

providing the 

opportunity for them to 

have a holiday they may 

otherwise not have 

been able to look 

forward to.     

Perhaps you could 

consider mentioning 

us in your Will or even 

adding a codicil to 

your Will to help us 

plan for the future. 

Part of our long term 

plans are to replace 

our existing caravans, 

some of which are 

now quite old and we 

will need to purchase 

new ones. 

Holiday Homes Trust, c/o The Scout Association, 

Gilwell Park, Chingford, London E4 7QW 
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caravan at St. Austell 

for 2014 season. 
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Hello, we would like to tell 

you a little bit about 

ourselves and our time at 

the Trust. 

Marion started working for 

the Trust in May 2011, just 

before Lynda Peters retired 

in the October. 

Jo started working for the 

Trust in February 2012. 

We enjoy working for 

Holiday Homes and love 

being based at Gilwell Park 

with the Scout Association, 

and being surrounded by 

Epping Forest. 

We work very well together 

and make a good team. 

Marion loves baking cakes 

and regularly contributes to 

the cake bake days that are 

held at Gilwell for charity. 

Jo enjoys eating them! 

We both entered the Race for 

Life this year to raise funds 

for Cancer Research.  

In June 2013 we organized a 

quiz night in a local hall to 

raise funds towards the 

purchase of a new caravan 

to replace our old one at St. 

Austell. As you know, so far 

we have received £10,000 

from the National Lottery 

towards this caravan.   

The quiz night was a great 

success with over  100 

people attending.  We had 

great raffle prizes all kindly 

donated by local shops and 

we also held an auction with 

signed photos from premier 

football clubs and a five day 

holiday in a caravan in 

Devon.  The auction itself 

raised over £260 and in total 

we managed to raise just 

over £1,200 on the night. 

Everyone had a splendid 

time and we had very 

positive feedback.  They all 

want to know when the next 

quiz night will be so that 

they can come along again. 

We will definitely be 

organizing this event again 

in the future. 

£276.50 

Weymouth & Portland SAS 

£200 

North Devon District Carol 

Service £178 

Biggleswade Scout 

Fellowship £60 

Liverpool North District 

Scouts St. Georges Day 

collection £90 

Kettering Scout Fellowship 

£50 

John le Warne £2,000 

We are very grateful to 

everyone who donates to the 

Holiday Homes Trust as we 

very much rely on the 

donations received both 

from our members and from 

fund raising.  We list below 

some of the generous 

donations we have received 

in 2013:- 

Croydon Active Support 

£200 

Abbots Langley Active 

Support £40 

Medway Towns District 

Stourbridge branch of 

B.P.Guild of Great Britain 

£87.82 

Poole SAS £295 for a coffee 

morning 

We have also received 

various amounts in 

memoriam from members 

that have passed away for 

which we are very grateful. 

If anyone would like to 

become a member of the 

Holiday Homes Trust 

please contact us for a 

membership form. 

Marion and Jo —Lets introduce ourselves! 

Some donations received this year 

living area with TV / DVD. 

The fully accessible caravan 

will allow families/groups 

from all backgrounds, who 

have a wide range of special 

needs, to have a holiday 

together in a safe and stress 

free environment at a 

holiday park that provides 

facilities for all ages. 

This is one of our most 

popular caravans and is 

based on a lovely park.  Our 

holiday makers, a lot of 

whom are disabled, love to 

visit this park for their 

holiday as it is privately 

owned and is quiet and 

peaceful. The holiday park in 

which our caravan would be 

based has 2 swimming 

pools, tennis courts and free 

cycle hire. The Trust pays for 

club membership at all of 

our sites so that families can 

take advantage of all 

facilities free of charge. 

New Caravan at Pentewan Sands Holiday Park, St. Austell 

The caravan that we are 

fundraising to replace at St. 

Austell will be fully adapted 

for wheelchair access. 

The interior of the new 

caravan will have a 

wheelchair accessible layout, 

including wide access 

exterior door, internal 

sliding doors, low-level sink 

and cooker and folding 

shower seat and support 

handles. The caravan will be 

fully equipped with gas or 

electric oven, microwave, 

fridge and water heater and 

have a large comfortable 

Page 2 Holiday Homes Trust 

Kitchen layout 

of new caravan 

at St. Austell 

Cup cakes made 

by Marion 



The Holiday Homes Trust 

owes its beginning to 

Charles Porter and came 

about almost by chance.  

Some people just do not 

know when to stop and 

Charles Porter was one of 

them.   

After retirement he 

continued to lead a very 

active life. So it was that in 

April 1964, when on a 

regular visit to his niece, a 

Guide Captain, that he 

attended a St George’s Day 

Parade and met a group of 

men wearing the distinctive 

armbands of the B-P Scout 

Guild. 

Reminded of the days before 

the War when he had been 

in the Scouts, and despite 

being nearly 80 years of 

age, Charles was keen to 

become a member of the 

Guild and later became 

Secretary of the Exmouth 

Branch of the B.P. Scout 

Guild which was busy 

raising funds for a minibus 

for a school for disabled 

children. 

It was about the same time 

that Charles moved to 24 

Alexandra Terrace, Exmouth 

and set about tidying up the 

large front garden, which 

had been badly neglected.  

He installed a miniature 

landscape of rockeries, 

waterfalls and floral displays 

which was to gain local 

gardening awards, including 

a certificate from the British 

Travel  Association in the 

Britain in Bloom 

competition, to say nothing 

of the admiration of passers

-by on their way to the 

seafront. 

To his amazement, these 

passers-by began dropping 

coins into the garden and 

this gave Charles the idea of 

using the concept as a 

project for charity 

fundraising. He added a 

bucket labeled “Wishing 

Well” into the garden and, 

within three weeks, over 

£70 had been donated 

which went to provide a 

television set for Stoke 

Lynne School for children 

with mental health issues. 

Within 12 days of this 

temporary “well” being 

replaced by a proper stone-

built one another £100 was 

raised for the families of 

three London policemen 

killed whilst on active duty.  

Ten days later there was 

£30 for the Aberfan Disaster 

Fund and throughout that 

summer, more than £400 

was distributed to 27 

different charities.  

Then a chance remark by a 

friend about the difficulty of 

finding a suitable place to 

take her two disabled 

children on holiday fired his 

imagination and led Charles 

to decide to devote the 

money collected in the 

“Wishing Well” to buying a 

caravan at the local Sandy 

Bay Holiday centre for the 

use of families with “special 

needs”. Thanks to the 

continuing success of the 

“wishing well” together with 

help from his Scouting 

friends, Charles was soon 

able to buy a second 

caravan at Sandy Bay. 

Charles Porter, anxious that 

his work should continue, 

and already 84 and in his 

own view “getting on a bit” 

persuaded the B.P Scout 

Guild in 1969 to adopt the 

scheme and create a 

registered charity. 

In the following years the 

Trust, as part of the B.P 

Scout Guild was absorbed 

into the Scout Association 

and duly renamed The 

Scout Holiday Homes Trust 

In January 2012 the Trust 

changed its name to The 

Holiday Homes Trust 

We are laying down 

the gauntlet 

We would like to boost 

our membership and 

would ask anyone 

reading this to please 

contact us to become 

a member of the Holi-

day Homes Trust to 

help more families in 

need.  Annual sub-

scription is from as 

little as £5 per year. 

Please help us to help 

those in need. 

We would love to hear from 

you with your letters. Please 

write to us with anything 

that you feel would be of 

interest to our members and 

we will publish your letters 

in this column. 

It can be an article on the 

news, gardening, health, 

fundraising ideas, ways we 

can improve, offers of help. 

Anything that takes your 

fancy.  We are really looking 

forward to your contribution 

We would also like to 

challenge you to help 

us raise funds by hold-

ing a fund raising 

event on our behalf. 

Whether it be a quiz 

night, a St. George’s 

Day Parade, a tea 

party, a bingo night, a 

coffee morning etc., 

please give it a go on 

our behalf. We would 

really appreciate your 

support. 

Charles Porter, founder of the Holiday Homes Trust 

Your letters 

Page 3 Issue 1—September 2013 

John le Warne accepts a cheque 

from Eastleigh District Scouts 

for £2,052.77. 

A Jingle Jar Label. 

Please contact us if 

you would like us to 

send you some labels 

to collect money for 

the Trust 

Holidaymaker’s comment 

“The accommodation was 

great and the kitchen 

was very well equipped 

and we really 

appreciated the caravan 

being modified for 

disabled use.  The 

holiday park was good 

with plenty of 

activities.  We would 

not have changed a 

thing.  We found dealing 

with the Holiday Homes 

Trust staff a pleasure, 

the response was very 

prompt and we will 

certainly recommend you 

and we just wish we had 

heard of you sooner” 

Challenge 



As I look back over the last 

two and a half years as 

chairman of the Trust and 

compare where we were 

then to where we are now, I 

realise the journey we have 

taken and the changes, for 

the better, we have made. 

Lynda Peters, our long 

standing Administrator has 

retired, to be replaced by 

the two extremely efficient 

ladies shown on page two. 

We have replaced the long-

winded paper based 

booking system with a 

more efficient computer 

based system; we have a 

new logo and a new website 

and the Trust is now a 

charitable company limited 

by guarantee. 

Changes have also been 

made to the board of 

Trustees, with the 

resignations of Bruce 

Murdoch and Rex Stevens 

who have been replaced by 

Ian MacKenzie and 

Caroline Gunning, both of 

whom we welcome to the 

board. 

The economic crisis has 

affected the Trust, along 

with everybody else in the 

country and it has been 

necessary to reduce our 

expenditure by closing the 

caravan at Berwick-upon-

Tweed and one of our 

caravans at Burnham-on-

Sea. However, following 

concentrated fundraising 

efforts, we are hopeful of 

being able to replace our 

ageing caravan at Pentewan 

Sands, St Austell with a 

new unit in 2014. 

We continue to receive very 

positive feedback from our 

caravan users and thanks 

must go to the volunteers’ 

teams around the country 

and to Marion and Jo, 

whose dedication to making 

sure people get the best 

possible experience from 

holidaying with The Trust 

ensures this positive 

feedback. 

Other work, away from The 

Holiday Homes Trust, has 

made it necessary for me to 

resign as chairman, though I 

will continue to be a 

member of the board and I 

am pleased that Roger 

Hurrion has agreed to take 

on that responsibility and 

know he will do an 

excellent job. 

community governor at the 

school where I was a 

deputy 

 I have a long standing 

association with the Scout 

movement, since the age of 

eight and held a variety of 

adult appointments, before 

b e i n g  a  C o u n t y 

Commissioner for ten 

years. I currently have an 

appointment as a County 

Training Manager. 

I have a keen interest in 

sport, mainly cricket and 

football and officiate in 

both, when not watching 

my two sons, both in their 

twenties, playing for their 

respective teams. I also 

support Crystal Palace FC 

as a season ticket holder. 

After two and a half years 

as the Trust’s Chairman, 

Danny Jones has indicated 

that he wished to step down 

from this role. Thankfully 

Danny will remain on the 

board of the Trust, so his 

knowledge and wisdom will 

not be lost to us. Our 

grateful thanks go to Danny  

for all his hard work and 

endeavours as chairman. 

So, as the new Chairman, 

what is my background? 

I’ve been with the Trust for 

about seven years. I am a 

retired primary school 

deputy head, but still doing 

some part-time work in 

schools, advising and 

c o a c h i n g  p h y s i c a l 

education. I am also a 

Since retiring from teaching 

full time, my wife Linda 

and I have developed the 

travel bug and visiting 

foreign parts has become an 

enthusiastic interest. 

 Looking forward, I think 

that this will be an 

interesting developing time 

for the Trust, with our 

newly jo ined  board 

members and our very 

enthusiastic and capable 

office staff, Jo and Marion. 

 Best wishes, 

 Roger Hurrion 

 

 

Chairman’s Message—Daniel Jones 

New Chairman's Message—Roger Hurrion 
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Wheel-in shower at 

New Milton 

View from 

Kidwelly 

 



Ian McKenzie 

I joined the Board of 

Trustees earlier this year 

and I am a Business 

Development Director for a 

Wealth Management 

Firm.  I been involved in 

Scouting for many years, 

particularly the Cub 

Section where I am both a 

Cub Scout Leader and 

Assistant District 

Commissioner.  I am also 

involved in several 

charities in the Bath area, 

close to where my family 

are based.  

 

John Le Warne 

I have been in the building 

industry for forty years. 

My voluntary work 

includes working with the 

Holiday Homes Trust for 

30 years, twice as 

Chairman, once for two 

years and the second time 

for 3 years. 

I am also Chairman of the 

North Bedfordshire 

Ramblers and am a lead 

walker. 

I play table tennis and am 

in two league teams and 

have been team captain of 

one team for 30 years and 

secretary of the other 

league for 15 years 

David Ranger 

I am a retired teacher with 

experience of school and 

college governance.  I was 

invited to become a 

director of the Trust in 

2010 following an 

introduction from my 

friend, Roger Hurrion, who 

had joined the Board some 

time previously.  Apart 

from work with the Trust I 

serve as a school governor 

at a local primary school, 

am an active member of my 

local parochial church 

council and volunteer at 

Westminster Abbey. 

Caroline Gunning 

Born into Scouting, I am 
currently a GSL. I am a 
Director of a business 
consultancy and a Business 
Advisor.  I have mobility 
issues and recognise the 
value and importance of 
accessible accommodation 
that retains a family feel.  I 
continue to support the 
Lake District Calvert Trust, 
an outdoor activity centre 
for people with disabilities, 
where I once worked as 
Support Services Manager. 

Phil Harnby 

"I am a Chartered 

Accountant working within 

practice specialising within 

the charity sector. In my 

spare time I volunteer as a 

Scout Leader in my local 

area. Outside of work and 

Scouting I enjoy spending 

time in the Lake District 

walking the fells and 

sampling the local food and 

ale!" 

 

 

 

The Directors—Lets introduce ourselves 

The Directors—Lets introduce ourselves 

Bob Panton 

I am the longest serving 

trustee, having joined in 

1992 as Treasurer, a 

position I held for 10 years. 

I then served as Chairman 

for 2 years. I am a 

Chartered Secretary by 

profession.  I served for 

several years as Treasurer 

of Victim Support 

Bedfordshire. I was  

chairman of Henlow/

Clifton Scout Group.  

 

Dave Mowbray 

I have been in Scouting 

from an 8 yr old cub and 

am now in my 60th year of 

warranted service. Present 

roles are Manager of 

Newcastle Gang Show SAS 

Unit and a member of 

North Northumberland 

District Exec committee. In 

the past I have received 

awards culminating with 

the award of the Silver 

Wolf for services to 

Scouting. 

The Directors—Lets introduce ourselves 

Val Drew 

I am retired and living in 

North Devon.   

I have been involved in 

Scouting for many years. In 

addition to being a Director 

I am also a Treasurer for 

the local Village Hall, 

Secretary for the local Over 

60s Lunch Club, a 

volunteer gardener with the 

National Trust and a 

volunteer supporter with 

Devon Air Ambulance 

Trust.    
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Burnham on Sea Holiday 

Park has lakeside course 

fishing 

A view of the harbour 

from our caravan at 

Rockley Park in Poole, 

Dorset. 

“The caravan 

was excellent, 

it was 

fantastic to be 

able to move 

around easily. 

The ramp was a 

godsend with 

the wheelchair” 
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to the volunteers who 

service the caravan and the 

Holiday Homes Trust for 

providing families like ours 

the chance to have a 

holiday. My overriding 

memory of this holiday is to 

have watched my two 

younger children playing for 

the first time with their 

older autistic brother and 

the family becoming closer 

while we laughed together. 

Many, many thanks.” 

 

 

We would like to keep 

you up to date with the 

feedback we receive from 

our holidaymakers and 

list below some of the 

comments from this year: 

 

“the accommodation was 

excellent, really spacious 

and so easy for my disabled 

sister in the shower room. 

The holiday was excellent. 

Thank you for a great time, 

just what we all needed”. 

 

“A huge thank you is owed 

Feedback is very 

important to us as it 

helps us to engage with 

our customers and we 

can maintain the 

standard of our caravans 

from the feedback and 

implement any changes 

that are needed. 

Positive feedback is 

always lovely as we work 

hard to ensure your stay 

with us is enjoyable and 

we like to let other 

people know  how much 

you may have enjoyed 

your holiday with us. 

Holidaymakers Comments 

c/o The Scout Association 

Gilwell Park 

Chingford 

London  E4 7QW 

Telephone number - 020 8433 7290/1 

24 hour Answer phone 

e-mail - 

scout.holiday.homes@scouts.org.uk 

Board of Directors 

Chairman—Roger Hurrion 

Treasurer—Philip Harnby 

Daniel Jones 

Robert Panton 

David Ranger 

David Mowbray 

John le Warne 

Valerie Drew 

Ian MacKenzie 

Caroline Gunning 

Administrators 

Johannah Browne 

Marion Killoran 

All of our caravans are 

looked after by local 

volunteers who do a great 

job and we are very grateful 

for their help throughout the 

season. 

Holiday Homes Trust 

www.holidayhomestrust.org.uk 

Our caravan at New 

Milton, in Hampshire 

Hoburne Naish Park 

 

Our office hours are 8.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

If you need to contact us outside of these hours please leave 
a message on the answer phone and we will get back to you. 

Find us on Facebook—Holiday Homes Trust 

Our aim is to reach out to people with disabilities and to try and achieve this we have an advert 

on the Disability Now website under the following link—   

 http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk/adverts/holidays/holiday-homes-trust 

We would also like to reach out to people over the age of 50 who would benefit from knowing 

about us and so we also advertise on the Silver Travel Advisor website under the following 

link—  http://www.silvertraveladvisor.com/ and type in “Holiday Homes Trust” in the search box 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://aux3.iconpedia.net/uploads/677166248.png&imgrefurl=http://www.iconspedia.com/icon/facebook-3147.html&h=256&w=256&sz=22&tbnid=xiJFcn8U73gSPM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dfacebook%2Bicon%2Bfor%2Bwebsite%26tbm%

